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This information is mainly derived from internet: http//www.odci.gow: 
ciapublications/factbook/my.html., 1998. I have also quoted Chandra 
Muzalfar, Islamic Resurgence in Malaysia (Selangor, Darul Ehsan: 
Penerbit Fajar Bakti, 1987). 

See entry ‘Malaysia’, Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, Editor | 
in Chief John Esposito (New York: Oxford University Press, 1995) 
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Pervez Hoodbhoy, Islam and Science: Religious Orthodoxy and the 
Battle for Rationality (London: Zed Publications, 1991). 

Ashis Nandy, Alternative Sciences, Creativity and Authenticity in Two 
Indian Scientists (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1995). 

Ibid., xi 

Tbid., p. 89. 

Tbid., p. 15. 

Ibid., p. 2. 
For a stimulating discussion on hybridity, hyphenated identities and the 
positioning of Third World intellectuals in the international academic 
division of labour see the article of Pnina Webner, “Introduction: the 
Dialectics of Cultural Hybridity’, in Multi-Cultural Identities and the 
Politics of Anti-Racism, ed: Tariq Modood and Pnina Webner (London 
and New York: Zed books, 1997), p. 12. 

One can draw a parallelism with the idea of Europe’s construction of a 
counter-picture of a non-Europe to survive. An idea deyeloped by Edward 
Said leading to a critical assessment of Eurocentrism among historians. 
and social scientists. Peter Gran’s critique of Eurocentrism whereby he 
reconstructs alternative regional roads to demonstrate the intertwining, 
linkages and mergings between for instance the Russian path and the 
Middle East or the Italian road in Latin America and Asia, might provide 
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a distinct perspective to mainstream history writing. See Peter Gran, 
Beyond Eurocentrism, (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1996). 

Aijaz Ahmad, Jn Theory, Classes, Nations, Literatures (London, New 
York: Verso, 1992), p. 2. 

I would like to draw the attention upon the difference between the 
‘Islamizers’ of knowledge who are the protagonists of the debate I am 
analysing in this book and the Islamists. I use the term Islamists and 
Islamic fundamentalists, interchangeably and in a broad sense. I under- 
stand Islamists as advocates of a political Islam based upon a ‘fixed’ 
understanding of the religious texts. There are however, differences and 
variations in the interpretations. I am aware that the concept of Islamic 
fundamentalist was subject to many criticisms. Jt reveals shortcomings 
in the understanding of the phenomenon itself. Terms such a ‘militant’ 
and ‘radical’ have also been: used. Limiting the phenomenon to Islam 
ignores comparisons with other religious movements. The term Islamists 
was thus proposed as an alternative. The French used integristes to 
demonstrate the close link between religion and politics. This said, the 
Islamizers of knowledge and the Islamists do share some common ideas 
and political aims. 

If I may use globalization in negative terms in the sense that it has dic- 
tated tribalism and parochialism everywhere under different conditions 
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Osman Amin (1905-1978) was a distinguished philosopher teaching at 
Cairo University. He held the position of Dean at the Faculty of 
Literature, Cairo University. Osman Amin studied in France. He con- 
tributed significantly in the Academy of Arabic language. Amin wrote 
extensively on Muhammed ‘Abduh (see Muhammad ‘Abduh, Essai sur 
ses idees philosophiques et religieuses, Ministére de PV instruction 
Publique, le Caire [Imprimerie Misr], 1944), Islamic philosophy, the phi- 
losophy of Arabic language, Heidegger and Jaspers, and edited works of. 
Averroes and al-Farabi. For a general bibliography of Amin’s works see, 
‘In Memoriam Osmane Amine’, MIDEO, Mélanges Institut Dominicain 
d'Etudes Orientales du Caire, 14, (1980), pp. 398-404. . 
Albert H. Hourani, Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age 1798-1939 
(London: Oxford University Press, 1962). 

Jamal M. Ahmed, The Intellectual Origins of Egyptian Nationalism 
(Oxford University Press, 1960). 

Editorial; The Islamic State, Vol. I, No. 3 (Safar 1374 A.H. Octobe: 
1954 A.D.). 

Ibid. 

Hussein Alatas, The Democracy of Islam: A Concise Exposition with 
Comparative Reference to Western Political Thought (The Hague and 
Bandung: W. Van Hoeve, Eastern Universities Press, 1956). 

See Syed Hussein Alatas, ‘Ober Vermittlung und Vermittler, Erfolg und 
Misserfolg Wissenschaftlicher Modernisierung cine asiatische 
Perspektive’, Zwischen den Kulturen? Die Sozialwissenschaften vor dem 
Problem des Kulturvergleichs. in: Soziale Welt, editor Joachim Matthes, 
Sonderband 8, 1992, pp. 198-219. 

Syed Hussein ‘Alatas, ‘Social Sciences’, in The Oxford Encyclopedia of 
the Modern Islamic World, Editor in Chief John L. Esposito (New York, 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), Vol. 4, pp. 89. 

Ibid. Although in Progressive Islam, Alatas’s ‘Islamic State’ implied the 
union between religion and state. This shift in political orientation is 
nevertheless interesting to note. 

For this point see Chandra Muzaffar, Islamic Resurgence in Malaysia 
(Selangor, Darul Ehsan: Penerbit Fajar Bakti, 1987), pp. 73-4. 
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It is beyond this study to analyse, in detail, the Egyptian sociological 
field and the relationship of Arab versus Islamic sociology. For a com- 
prehensive overview of the Egyptian sociological field, see Alain 
Roussillon, “Sociologies égyptienne, arabe, islamique l’approfondisse- 
ment dy paradigme réformiste’, Peuples- méditerraneens, no, 54-5, 
(Janvier—Juin 1991), pp. 111-50. Nevertheless, Roussillon argues that in 
Egypt the two discourses (Arab versus Islamic) are structurally. 
homologous. In fact, he refuses to see any inconsistency between the 
two stands. 

‘Awad. Muhammad ‘Awad, ‘On the Nature of the Hisba’, (Cairo: LIT, 
1990), Gn oa 
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I borrow this term from Nazih Ayubi, quoted from Armando Salvatore, 
Islam and the Political Discourse of Modernity (London: Ithaca Press, 
1997), p. 231. 

1 am referring to Leonard Binder’s Islamic Liberalism who discussed at 
length the ideas of Tareq al-Bishri and Muhammad ‘Immara. 

Nasr Muhammad ‘Arif, On The Sources of Political Islamic Heritage 
(Cairo: TT, 1994), (in Arabic). The book consists of an extensive com- 
pilation of Islamic manuscripts dealing with politics in Islam. Through 
undertaking such an endeavor ’Arif aims to discredit the writings of ‘Ali 
‘Abd al-Razig, Khalid Muhammad Khalid and other early liberai intel- 
lectuals claiming that they did not investigate properly the ‘turath’. His 
undertaking is in order to ‘authenticate’ Muslim political thought. 

See Sayyid Yasin, “The Strategic Discourse and the Political Movement’, 
in Globalization, Fundamentalism and Post-Modernity (Cairo: al- 
Maktaba al-Akadimiyyah, 1996), pp. 256~65, (in Arabic). 

In political science the works of ‘Abd’ al-Fatah Isma‘tl from Cairo 
University are of significant importance, ‘Abd al-Fattah Isma‘il sees that 
concepts such as civil society and democracy are alien to Islamic culture. 
Isma‘il uses the term of the wnma to found rights according to shari’a 
and conclude that the ‘ulama are the institutional power of the wnma. 
Saif addin ‘Abd al-Fattah Isma‘il, Political Renovation and 
Contemporary Reality in the Arab World (Cairo: Maktabat al-Nahda al- 
Misriyyah, 1989), p. 297 (in Arabic). 

Towards a Contemporary Islamic Philosophy (Cairo: MIIT, 1994), (in 
Arabic) | 

See the chapter on cultural invasion. 

Muhammad ‘Atif al-‘Iraqi was born in 1935. He became professor of 
Islamic philosophy at Cairo University and taught at various other Arab 
universities. He is a student of Ahmad Fu’ad al-Ahwani, Georges 
Anawati and Zaki Nagib Mahmud. We are told that he developed the 
secularist notion of the ‘revolution of reason’ that stems from an inner 
revolution of the heritage. AJ-‘Iragi published extensively about Islamic 
philosophy, in particular about Averroes. Sec Anke von Kigelgen, 
Averroes und die arabische Moderne. Ansaetze zu einer Neubegruendung 
des Rationalismus im Islam (Leiden, New York, Koln: B.J. Brill, 1994), 
pp. 300-1. 

Towards a Contemporary Islamic Philosophy, p. 549. 

In 1997, there were seven Egyptian Academics sent from Cairo to teach 
at the IMJ of Kuala Lumpur. Personal communication with Mohga 
Mashur, IIIT, Cairo, March 1996. 

See for instance, Abubaker A. Bagader ‘Islamization of Social Sciences’, 
in Islam and Sociological Perspectives (Kuala Lumpur: Muslim Youth 
Movement in Malaysia 1983), p. 23. 

Mohammad ‘Abid al-Jabiri, We and The Heritage (Casablanca: al- 
_Markaz al-Thagqafi al-‘Arabi, fifth Edition, 1986), p. 318. Gm Arabic). A. 
Laroui has demonstrated the limits of applying Ibn Khaldun’s thought 
in contemporary times. For a critique of Laroui’s position and the 
attempt for a modem recoriceptualization of Ibn Khaldun in the 
Tunisian context see Asma larif-Beatrix, ‘Edification etatique et eavi- 
ronnement culturel en Tunisie’, Arabica, Vol. XX XIII, (1986), p. 300-6. 
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Alj-Jabiri, attempts to contextualize Ibn Khaldun’s work within the 
political-sociological and episthemological mould of his century. Al- 
Jabiri also reveals the hindrances and weaknesses of Ibn Khaldun’ s 
methodolgy. Muhammad ‘Abid al-Jabiri, The Formation of The Arab 
Mind, (Beirut: Markaz Dirasat al-Wahda al-’Arabiyyah, 1988, first 
Edition 1984, third Edition) (in Arabic). 

Alain Roussillon, ‘Durkheimisme et reformisme: fondation identitaire 
de Ja sociologic en Egypte’, Unpublished paper, (Cairo: CEDEJ, no 
date). 

Important is to note here what Alain Roussillon calls ‘le detour khal- 
dounien’. He argues that Ibn Khaldun becomes a medium of exchange 
between the French and Egyptian intellectuals. Roussillon sees that as a 
sort of an ‘inaugural act’ many Egyptian sociologists like Abd al-‘Aziz 
‘Izzat, and in our case here dedicated their writings to Ibn Khaldun. See 
Roussillon, p. 5. 

See for example Some Aspects of the Social Implications of Technological 
Change (Cairo: Ain Shams University Press, 1976), Industrial Sociology, 
(Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, no date), (in Arabic), A Sociological Survey of 
the Bab al-Sha‘riyyah Quarter (Cairo: Ain Shams University, 1961) (in 
Arabic). 
For a comprehensive overview of the impact of [bn Khaldoun on con- 
temporary scholarship see, Aziz al-Azmeh Jon Khaldun in Modern 
Scholarship: A Study in Orientalism (London: Third World Centre for 
Research and Publishing, 1981). 

See Alain Roussillon, ‘La representation de l’identite par les discours 
fondateurs de la sociologie turque et egyptienne: Ziya Gokalp et ‘Ali 
‘Abd al-Wahid Wafi’, Modernisation et mobilisation sociale II Egypte- 
Turqiue, (Cairo: Dossier du CEDEJ, 1992), p. 56. 

Mohammed Abdullah Enan, Jbn Khaldun, his Life and Work ( Lahore, 
Shaikh Muhammad Ashraf, Kashmiri Bazar, third print, 1946). 

Hasan al-Sa‘ati, ‘Interview with Hasan El-Sa‘ati, the Faisal Award 
Recipient in Islamic Studies’, al-Sharg al-Awsat (15/4/1993), (in 
Arabic). 

Hasan El-Sa‘ati, Studies on the Islamization of the Family, Crime and 
Society (Cairo: Maktabat Sa‘id Ra‘fat, Jami‘at ‘Ain Shams, 1992), pp. 
59-68 (in Arabic). 
El-Sa’ati, p. 63. 
Ibid., p. 66. 

For the Southeast Asian context Chua Beng Huat debunked the ideo- 
logical premises behind the curse of Westernization and consumer cul- 
ture which entailed strong generational differing worldviews and a bias 
towards youth. See Chua, Beng Huat ‘Consuming Asians: Ideas and 
Issues’, Editor’s Introduction: Consumption in Asia: life style and 
Identities (London: Routledge, 2000). 
See Georg Stauth, ‘Revolution in Spiritléss Times: An Essay on the 
Enquiries of Michel Foucault and the Iranian Revolution’, International 
Sociology (1991) September, 
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Aziz al-Azmah, Secularism from a Different Perspective (Beirut: Markaz 
al-Dirasat li-l Wabda al-’Arabiyyah, 1992), p. 236 (in Arabic). 
Albert Hourani, pp. 328-9. 
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Taha Husayn, The Future of Culture in Egypt (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘aref, 
first appeared 1938, 1993) (in Arabic), 

Ibid., p. 53. 

Partha Chatterjee, Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World — A 
Derivative Discourse (London: Zed Books Ltd. For the United Nations 
University, 1980), p. 66. 

Shahnaz Rouse applies Chatterjee’s discourse into women’s issucs, where 
the ‘spiritual’ become a higher degree of resistance. Women would thus 
be located in the sphere of the inner and spiritual. Rouse points to the 
fact that Chatterjee’s material/spiritual dichotomy stretch to the materi- 
alist outer, contaminated public world versus the spiritual authentic, 
pure home, See Shahnaz Rouse, ‘Gender, Nationalism(s) and Cultural 
Identity’, in Embodied Violence, Communalising Women's Sexuality in 
South Asia, eds. Kumari Jayawardena and Malathi de Alwis (New Delhi: 
Kali for Women, 1996). 

Abdel Wabhab Al-Messiri, “The Secularization of Social Sciences: 
Perspectives from the Islamization of Knowledge’, Proceedings Twenty 
First Annual Conference, The Association of Muslim Social Scientists, 
Rast Lancing Michigan October 30—-November 1, 1992, Edited by Mona 
Abul-Fadl, Jointly published by the International Institute of Islamic 
Thought and the Association of Muslim Social Scientists (Hemdon, 
Virginia: IIIT, 1414 AH/1993), p. 8. 

See my ‘Reflections ...’ 

Whether this is because Americans are biased against Arabs, or because 
publishers anyway refuse large numbers of manuscripts and in particu- 
lar Ph.D,’s regardless of ‘ihe bias’, is a point ignored by el-Messiti. 
Ibid., p. 9. 

Abd al-Wahhab al-Missiri, ‘The fiqh of Bias’, in The Problematic of Bias 
(Published by the IIIT in Cairo with the Syndicate of Engineers, 1995), 
(in Arabic) p. 9. 

Tbid., p. 10. 

Ibid., p. 14. 

Ibid:, p. 45. 

Tbid., p. 22, 

Ibid., p. 24. 

Thid., p. 25. 

Ibid., p. 41. 

Ibid., p. 34. 

Ibid., p, 55. - 

Nasr Muhammad ‘Arif, Contemporary Theories of Political Development 
(Cairo: ILIT, 1992), p. 86, (in Arabic). 

Some observers like John Entelis defined this tension in North Africa as 
a crisis of authoritarianism. He points to the fact that the recent decade 
was characterized by the growing curtail of democracy and liberaliza- 
tion. See John Entelis, ‘Introduction’ in ‘Islam, Democracy and the State 
in North Africa’, edited by John Entelis, Indiana University Press, 
1997). 

nial this point see Hassan Hanafi, “The Arabs and the French 
Revolution’, in Dialogue between the Mashreq and Maghreb, (Cairo: 
Maktabat Madbuli, 1990), p. 92-3 (in Arabic). 
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M. ‘Immara, ‘Rifa‘a al-Tahtawi, Pioneer of Modern Enlightenment”. 

(Cairo: Dar al-Mustagbal al-’Arabi, 1984) (in Arabic). 

Sadiq J. al-‘Azm, “Enlightenment, Secularism and Salafism’, in Dialogue 

without Boundaries, (Amman: al-Mu’assassa al-’Arabiyya li-|-Dirasar 
wal-Nashr, 1998). 

For a summary of this debate see Hani Labib, ‘Arabic Thought and 

Enlightenment’, in : Civil Society and Democratic Transformation in the 

Arab World, The Annual Report, 1998, (Cairo: Ibn Khaldun Centre, 

1998), pp. 333-58. (in Arabic). 

Dialogue between the Mashreq and Maghreb, p. 97. 

Walter Armbrust, Mass Culture and Modernism in Egypt (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1996), p. 190. 

Ibid., p. 194. 

Ibid. | 

Saad ad-din Ibrahim’, From Tantawi to Tahtatwr’, Al-tanwir, Cairo, 

fourth Year, (July, 1998) (in Arabic). ° 

“Tantawi’s Opponents Go to Court’, Al-Ahram Weekly, Cairo (25 

February, 1999). 

Extensive information about last year’s events are driven from the excep- 


' tional report of Ibn Khaldun Centre on the Civil Society Annual Report 
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of 1998. 

Perhaps the most interesting work portraying the problem is Laila "Inan, 
“The French Expedition Enlightenment or Falsification’ (Cairo: Dar al- 
Hilal, 1998) (in Arabic). 

For a good summary of the issue of the commemoration of Napoleon’s 
invasion in Cairo and the controversies it stirred, see Sulaiman Shafiq, 
“The French Campaign, Pros and Cons’, al-Tanwir ( July 1998), Fourth 
year, number 15, pp. 7-12 (in Arabic). 

Ibid. 

Muhammad ‘Immara, Fundamentalism between the West and Islam 
(Cairo: Dar al-Shuruq, 1998), (in Arabic). 

Muhammad ‘Immara, Islam and Revolutian (Cairo: Dar al-Shuruaq, 
1988, third edition) (in Arabic). 

Fritz Steppat, ‘Sakularisten und Islamisten: ein Kategorisier- _ 
ungsversuch in Agypten’, Asien, Afrika, Lateinamerika, Band 19, Heft 4 
(1991), pp. 699-704, p. 700. 
Anke von Kigelgen, Averroes und die arabische Moderne. Ansdtze zu. 
einer NeubegrUndung des Rationalismus im Islam (Leiden, New York, 
K6ln: E.J, Brill, 1994). p. 181. 

See for instance, M. ‘Immara, Islamic Methodolgy (Herndon, USA.: The 
International Institute of Islamic Thought 1991), (in Arabic), M. 
‘Immara, Signspots of the Islamic Methodology, Al-Azhar al-Sharif 
jointly with The International Institute of Islamic Thought, (Cairo: ‘Dar 
al-Shurug, 1991), (in Arabic), M. ‘Immara, The Islamization of 
Knowledge (Cairo: Dar al-Sharq al-Awssat, Madinat Nasr, 1991), (in 
Arabic). 

See M. ‘Immara, ‘Islamization of Knowledge, the Alternative for 
Materialist Knowledge’, al-Wafd (17.3.1991), (18.3.1991), (19.3.1991), 


(20.3/.991), (21.3.1991), (22.3.1991), (23.3.1991), (24.3.1991) (in 
Arabic). 
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M. ‘Immara, ‘Enlightenment between the Islamists and the Secularists’, 
(Cairo: TYT, 16/5/1993), Gin Arabic). 

The government’s attempt to launch an ‘enlightenment’ movement 
could be interpreted as the other facet of the monstrous flowering of 
religious symbols, language and also of a charlatanry that was ironically, 
mstigated in earlier times by the government. The uncontrollable effects 
of the decaying system of education on the national level and the expan- 
sion of ‘informal’ religious institutions, the controversy over wearing the 
Islamic attire in schools, which was first met with the consent of the gov- 
ernment but later when the phenomenon became intractable, was 
harshly and abruptly resisted. All these shaped the dialectics of the game 
of ‘enlightenment’ versus ‘obscurantism’ between the government and 
the Islamists. 

Messiri like ‘Immara and many others, directs strong attacks on secular 
liberals to the effect that they copied from the West everything negative 
and positive. Ahmed Lutfi el Sayyid, Salama Musa are again labelled as 
extremists and Westernized. Marxists and socialists are equally western- 
ized because they accept Western patterns of knowledge. See Messiri, p. 
Zi. 

Notice here the paradox of the government counteracting Islamists by 
claiming a secular stand and ‘Immara’s opposition to the government by 
insisting on Islamism as the alternative. 

Rifa‘a Badawi al-Tahtawi was among the first Azharis to be sent to 
study in France during the reign of M. ‘Ali Pasha. He published his 
observation and description of his stay in Paris in a book called takhiis 
al-ibriz ila talkhis bariz. 

Aziz al-Azmeh argues exactly the contrary to ‘Immara in that the early 
reformists like al-Tahtawi recognized their borrowings from Western lib- 
eral thought. Al-Tahtawi read Rousseau, Voltaire, Montesquieu and 
Condillac extensively. Aziz Al-Azmeh ‘Modernist Muslim Reformism 
and the Text’, paper presented at a conference on ‘Islam and the 
Challenge of Modernity, Historical and Contemporary Contexts’, The 
International Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilization (ISTAC: 
Kuala Lumpur, 1-5 August, 1994). 

It is unfair to label Luis ‘Awad as merely promoting a religious ‘Coptic’ 
worldview. Indeed ‘Awad advocated a secular world view. He pleaded for 


a national state. For him the Coptic and Pharaonic eléments constituted 
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parts and parcel of the Egyptian identity. ~ 

Shaykh ‘Ali Abd al-Raziq published in the twenties Islam and the 
Principle of Authority. ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Raziq argued that ‘the Caliphate was 
neither a basic principle nor a necessary institution’. His book cost him 
the loss of the status of ’Alim and was strongly attacked by the institu- 
tion of al-Azhar See PJ. Vatikiotis, The Modern History of Egypt 
(London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, first print 1969, 1976), p. 301. 
Islam and the Principle of Authority, edited and commented on by 
Muhammad ‘Immara (Beirut: al-Mu’assassa al-’Arabiyya li-l-Dirasat 
wal-Nashr), (in Arabic). ‘Immara undertook a detailed and rich 
research on the context and the events around the scandal that this book 
produced. 

Leonard Binder, p. 148. 
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See ‘Immara’s introduction, 1972, p. 6. 

Ali Abderraziq, L’islam et les fondements du pouvoir, nouvelle tra- 

duction et introduction de Abdou Filali-Ansary (Paris: Edition de 

la decouverte/ CEDEJ Textes a l’appui/serie islam et societé, 1992), 
. 29. 

pianeias (Cairo: IIIT, 1993) p. 20, (in Arabic). Taha Husayn has been 

subject of many attacks from the Islamists and also from some advo- 

cates of the Islamization debate. 

Conceming this point see Albert Hourani’s essential analysis of the 

thinkers of the Liberal age. Hourani argued that for Taha Husayn, it 

was the spiritual geography and not the physical one which was impor- 

tant. Egypt belonged to Western civilization rather than to India. 

Albert H. Hourani, Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age 1798-1939 

(Oxford University Press, 1962, second edition, Cambridge University 

Press, 1983), p. 330. 

Muhammad ‘Immara (Cairo: TTT, 1993), p. 22. 

This is because Salama Musa defended at the beginning of this century 

modern scientific ideas and was interested in Darwin’s theories of evo- 

lution. 

M. ‘Immara (Cairo: IIIT, 1993), p. 28. 

M. ‘Immara, al-Sha’ab (29 July, 1994). 

M. ‘Immara (Cairo: INIT, 1993), p. 30. 

Ibid., p. 31. 

Abdallah Laroui, lideologie arabe contemporaine, (Paris: Frangois 

Maspero, 1977), p. 27. 

See for instance the analysis of Taha Husayn’s writings by Louay Safi, 

The Challenge of Modernity; The Quest for Authenticity in the Arab 

World (University Press of America, 1994). 

Laroui,. p. 25. 

Binder, 1988, p. 161. 

Hourani, 1962, p. 337. 

Ibid., p. 325. 

‘Aziz al-Azmah, Secularism from a Different Perspective (Beirut: 

Marquaz al-Dirasat li-l-- Wahda al-‘Arabiyyah, 1992), p. 235 (in 

Arabic). | 

Tariq al-Bishri, The Muslim-Secular Dialogue (Cairo: Dar al-Shuruaq, 

1996), pp. 9-11 (in Arabic). . 

The German text is as follows : ‘Die nationalen Sakularisten sind dem- 

nach nicht nur als Dialogpartner akzeptabel, weil sie trotz ihrer 

Staatsauffassung den Boden des Islam nicht verlassen haben, sie wer- 

den gerade als Sakularisten fiir den Dialog und die Zusammenarbeit 

an dem kulturellen Projekt der wnma gebraucht.. Das scheint tatsaich- 

lich em igtihad zu sein, der den Dialog zwischen Islamisten und 

Sakularisten auf Konstruktive Weise erleichtert’, Fritz Steppat, 

‘Saikularisten und Islamisten: ein Kategorisierungsversuch in 

Egypten’, Asien, Afrika, Lateinamerika, Band 19 (1991), Heft 4. pp. 

699-704. p. 703. 

(Cairo: Dar al-Shurugq, 1995). 

M. ‘Immara, Islam, between Enlightenment and Falsification (Cairo: 

Dar al-Shurugq, 1995), p. 216 (in Arabic). 
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The attack on Taha Husayn and Salama Musa is also to be traced in 
Sayyid Qutb the martyr and leader of the Muslim Brothers writings. It 
became a standard argument among the Islamists, See Nasr Hamid 
Abu Zayd, The Religious Discourse, a Critical Perspective (Beirut: Dar 
al-Muntakhab al-‘Arabi, 1992~1412) (in Arabic), p. 48. 

M. “‘Immara, 1995, pp. 211. 

Ibid., pp. 188-97. 

The Marxist Interpretation of Islam (Cairo: Dar al-Shurugq, 1996) (in 
Arabic). 

[bid., p. 34. ; 

Tariq al-Bishn, The Muslim Secular Dialogue, p. 9-11. 

Ybid., p. 55. F 

See Jacques Droz, Histoire de l’Allemagne (Paris: Presses 
Universitaires de France, 1991). 

Jean-Pierre Le Dantec “Presence de Heinrich Heine’ in Heinrich Heine, 
de L’Allemagne, (Paris: PArbre double, Les presses d’Aujourd’hui, 
1979). 

Abu |-Walid Muhammad B, Ahmad B. Muhammad B. Rushd, al- 
Hafid (the grandson), famous in the Medieval West under the name of 
Averroes was a scholar of Qur’anic sciences and the natural sciences 
(physics, medicine, biology, astronomy), theologian and philosopher. 
Averroes was born at Cordova in 520/1198. EZ, entry Ibn Rushd, 
(pp. 909-20), p. 909. 

Dominique Urvoy, Ibn Rushd (Averroes) (London, New York: 
Routledge, 1991), p. 36. 

Ibid., p. L. 

Anke von Kiigelgen, Averroes und die arabische Moderne ... 

Ibid., p. 183, 

Ibid., p. 190. 

Muhammad ‘Immara, ‘Ibn Rushd and the Rationalist Philosophy m 
Islam’, al-tali’a, (November, 1968), pp. 135-145. Within the progres- 
sive line of the late sixties see also ‘Immara’s ‘On the Rationalist 
Heritage of Ibn Rushd’, al-Katib, 1973, pp. 80-101, Qn Arabic), Anke 
von Kiigelgen has equally analyzed ‘Immara’s stand in this article. See. 
p. 192. 

The finest and initial critique of "Immmara’s astounding switch and 
rejection of his previous ‘secular’ political stand is well elaborated in 
George Tarabishi, The Massacre of the Heritage in Contemporary Arab 
Culture, (London: Dar al-Saqi, 1989), pp. 2449, (in Arabic). 

The materialist interpretation of Islamic history and the terminology 
of the:struggle between forces of the left and right has been equally 
developed by the Egyptian historian Ahmad Abbas Salih in the vari- 
ous articles he wrote in the sixties in al-Kateb. 

al-Tali‘a (November, 1968), p. 137. 

‘Immara, 1968, p. 143. 

Tbid., p. 145. 

Ibid., p. 147. 

Ironically ‘Immara launched a staunch attack in one of his recent 
works (1995) against the Marxist interpretation of Islam that ‘moulds 
religion in atheistist forms and buries the spirit in the tomb of the 


368 


124 


125 


126 
127 
128 
129 
130 


131 
132 
133 
134 
135 


136 


— 


matter’ (‘Immara 1995, p. 199). He condemns the works of al-Tayyib 
Tizini, Husayn Muruwa, and Mahmud Isma‘il’s sociological studies 
on the ‘revolutionaly’ aspects of Islam as raw and negative attempts to 
Marxisize Islam. See Muhammad ‘Immara ‘The Marxisization of 
Islam’, in Islam, between Enlightenment and Falsification (Cairo: Dar 
al-Shuruq, 1995), pp. 198-204, (in Arabic). 

The cursing of the secular intellectuals becomes clear in the recent 
publication of M. ‘Immara Islam, Between Enlightenment and 
Falsification (Cairo: Dar al-Shuruq, 1995). These are compiled articles 
which appeared earlier in either the Egyptian newspapers or as semi- 
nars at the IIT in Cairo. 

Muhammad ‘Immara, “The Intellectual Location of Averroes in the 
West and the Muslim World’, in islammiyat al-ma'rifah, A refereed 
Arabic Quarterly Published by the IIIT, International Institute of 
Islamic Thought, (1995), p. 81, (in Arabic). 

Ibid., p. 81. 

Ibid., p. 82. 

Ibid., p. 92. 

Ibid., p. 83. 

See the entry ‘Philosophy’ by Seyyed Hossein Nasr, in Encyclopedia of 
the Modern Islamic World (New York: Oxford University Press, 1995), 
ed. John Esposito, p. 330. 

Concerning this point see Hourani, p. 143-4, 

‘Inmmara, 1995, p. 83. 

Ibid., p. 84. 

Ibid., p. 85. 

Murad Wahba,-‘Introduction to Enlightenment’, (Cairo, Dar al-‘Alam 
al-Thalith, 1994), p. 159, (in Arabic). 

This idea was developed by McCannell quoted from Roland. 
Robertson, Globalization, (London: Sage Publications, 1992) p. 173. 
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For the most recent discussion about the discourse of cultural invasion 


and cultural independence, see Muhammad ‘Abid al-Jabiri, ‘Arabic 
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